
moving speech. 

To all of you who helped Voriece 
Blair with all the flags I cannot 
thank you enough.  

Many thanks also go to all of you 
who participated in the potluck 
after the ceremony.  There was 
plenty of great food and a good 
time was had by all. 

I would like some feedback on 
whether to continue movie night 
through the summer. Please call 
me or stop by the post and let 
the Bar Hostess know what you 
think.  

Our strength is a very respect-
able 108%.  I thank all of you for 
your recruiting efforts this year. 
Your hard work has also helped 
the Department Commander 
Dan Wakefield reach 100% 
strength for the entire state. Let 
us not rest on our laurels, we 
need to continue recruiting 
throughout the year.   

It is now time to gear up for the 
Department Convention being 
held in Eugene on 21-23 June.  
Several members are planning on 
going to the convention, and I 
want you to know that you all 
are invited.  The greater atten-
dance we have at the convention, 
the greater voice we have in the 
matters that are important to us. 

We will have several military 
vehicles in the Mountain Days 
Parade on 12 July. Come out and 
support the community. 

This will be our last newsletter 
until September.  Stay in touch.  
Semper Fi, 

Bert Key, Commander 

“Houston, this is Tranquility 
Base. The Eagle has landed.” 
Last month while I was writ-
ing this column I was getting 
my gear ready for a long mo-
torcycle ride across America. I 
have returned and it is great 
to be home.  As I rounded the 
turn down my drive way ear-
lier this week the odometer on 
my bike turned 8,023 miles 
since I left on the Run For 
The Wall back on 13 May. By 
the time we arrived in D.C. we 
had 1100 motorcycles in our 
formation. Our motto is, ”We 
ride for those who can’t.” We 
were in D.C. for the Rolling 
Thunder Parade as well.  We 
rode through all kinds of 
weather, but riding is a thrill 
even in a wild Mid-West 
Thunder Storm.  

On Thursday evening, 28 
June, at 6:30 PM, I will be 
showing a DVD on my ride for 
anyone who is interested. It 
runs about two hours and is 
pretty interesting.  So, come 
on down to the Canteen and 
enjoy the evening. 

We attended the Memorial 
Day ceremony at the Vietnam 
Memorial in D.C., so I missed 
the fine service conducted here 
by this post. 

I want to thank all of those 
who played a role in its suc-
cess, in particular Tim Wilson, 
Chuck Lutz, Nick Roth, Al 
Lindholm, Al Foust, Jim 
Mitchell, and Brandon Eberle.  
I especially want to thank 
Marty LeDoux for delivering a 

COMMANDER’S COMMENTS 

President’s Message 

Summer is upon us and with it a new regime will be 
taking over next month.  I know that Lori will make 
an outstanding president.  I hope that each one of 
you helps her as you have helped me.  She will wel-
come any input from you.  

At our June meeting we will be electing our sister of 
the year.  If you have someone in mind for this honor 
please attend.  This honor is bestowed upon the sister 
who the members believe contributed the most to the 
auxiliary this past year.  We will also elect our king 
for the Sandy Mountain Days Parade.  This is a post 
member who is always there when called on.  The 
parade is July 12th.  We will have several entries in 
the parade this year.  Our commander is providing us 
with some interesting military vehicles so come on 
out and cheer on the post.  The state convention is 
21-23 June.  Lori and I will be attending the meet-
ings.  She will have a full report in the next newslet-
ter.  

August 18th will be our post and auxiliary picnic.  It 
will be at Barton Park and the Gresham Post 180 
will be joining us.  It will be great for fellowship and 
fun with our brothers and sisters from Gresham. 

Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank each and every member of the auxiliary and 
the post who have made these past years so meaning-
ful for me.  There are too many to list separately, but 
know that each and everyone of you is very special 
to me.  I could not have done it without you. 

Kathy Dunn, President 
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Coming Events 

House Committee Meets (5:30 PM) June 13 
 Post & Auxiliary Meetings June 15 
Breakfast/BINGO (Aux) Father’s Day June 17 

State Convention Eugene June 21-23 

June Birthday Party June 30 

House Committee Meets (5:30 PM) July 18 

Post & Auxiliary Meetings July 20 
July Birthday Party July 28 

House Committee Meets (5:30 PM) August 8 
Post & Auxiliary Meetings August 10 

Annual Picnic/August Birthday Party August 18 



 

 Father’s Day 
Breakfast 

June 17th 

10:00—12:00 

BINGO at 1 PM 

Thanks be to God for allowing all our com-
rades to continue to be with us for another 
day—no fatalities this month. 

The memorial at Sandy Ridge Cemetery 
went well.  The weather was perfect and the 
preparations made by Tim Wilson made it 
so.  Past Commander Marty LeDoux was 
eloquent in the major address. 

The Ladies Auxiliary made us painfully 
aware of our failure to honor our final roll 
call since last Memorial Day.  We still honor 
those fallen heroes: Bud Bess, Murlin Gregg, 
Robert Hughes, Bill Long, Louis Radford, 
Harold Royalty, Bill Schmidt, S. T. Severt-
sen, Vern Simshaw, Jerry Tholer, and Bill 
Younberg.  May they rest in peace. 

Very little news on our “concerned list’ has 
come through to me from family or friends, 
so I am assuming those on the prior two 

months sick list have recuperated, gotten better, 
or are maintaining “status quo.”  God bless the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and the United States 
of America. 

Commander               Bert Key 

Senior Vice Commander               Chuck Lutz 

Junior Vice Commander    Todd Kruckenberg 

Chaplain                Nick Roth 

Quartermaster     Ken Hershberger 

Adjutant         Allen Anderson 

President          Lori Merritt 

Sr. Vice President        Kathy Dunn 

Jr. Vice President  Helene Hawkins 

Treasurer                  Jackie Key 

Chaplain            Bonnie Hershberger 

Secretary   Dora Fitzpatrick 

Editor             Jackie Key 

The  Post Chaplain       
Nick Roth 

       Post Officers        2007-2008             Auxiliary Officers  
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From Your Editor  
Jackie Key 
This is the last monthly news-
letter until September.  How 
did you like receiving monthly 
news from your Post and Auxil-
iary this past year?  Would you 
like for us to continue or go 
back to bi-monthly newslet-
ters?  Lots of work and some 
money go into this mode of 
communication.  Let your edi-
tor know what you think.  

Contact your editor at:  

Jackie.Key@vfw4273.org 

 County Veterans Service Officer :    

A representative from the County’s Veteran Service Office will be avail-
able in Sandy at the VFW Hall, from 10 AM to Noon, the third Thursday 
of every month, continuing on June 21st, July 19th, and August 16th.  
The county offers a free service to assist veterans and their eligible depend-
ents in filing for, advocating for, and obtaining federal VA entitlements 
and other pertinent ancillary benefits.  If you have questions about your 
entitlement to VA benefits, including using the VA for health care needs, 
or you need help with filing a claim or an existing claim, please stop by the 
VFW Hall during one of their visits.  Please also feel free to come by to get 
acquainted or to ask questions about VA benefits.  If you are unable to 
come in during their visit to Sandy, please contact the County Veteran 
Service Office at 503-650-5631 for assistance.                           

Applications for a Men’s Auxiliary are being 
taken.  The requirements to join are similar to 
the women for the Women’s Auxiliary.   If you 
know of any man who might be interested in 
joining, please contact Bob Dunn or Larry Mer-
ritt.  We now have 18 people.  As soon as we get 
25 we can petition to the state for our charter. 

 

The Spring Campout on 1-3 June had to be 
moved to White River due to a huge mos-

quito hatch out at the Rock Pit.  White River 
had no mosquitoes. There were seven RV’s 
and one tent that enjoyed a large community 
fire and a wonderful seafood buffet on Satur-

day featuring six different seafood’s and a 
plethora of salads and side dishes.  A great 

time was had by all with good company and 
peaceful surroundings.  A time and date will 
be named soon for the late summer campout.  
We hope more members will be able to join 

us and enjoy the great out of doors.  Kris  

The Auxiliary Chaplain 

Bonnie Hershberger 

Our condolences go out to Jewel Lamb for the 
loss of her uncle. 

Irene Algier has been having a lot of back prob-
lems and was hospitalized.  We all hope she is 
feeling better. 

Bobbi Dalmaso is doing well after cataract sur-
gery. 

If you know someone who should be mentioned 
in this report please let me know. 

Bonnie   (503) 668-8917 



I want to thank from the bottom of my heart the 
following people for helping make the “Honoring of 
our Veterans with our  ISLE OF FLAGS” on Memo-
rial Day a big success:  Sharky and Betty Haider, 
Kris and Carol Engblom, Al and Hanna Lindholm, 
Chuck Lutz, Marty Le Doux, Jerry and Kay Gomes, 
Larry and Lori Merritt, Clyde Wentworth, Dan Co-
pher, Gary Lightcap, Brenda Truesdale, Janet Mis-
ner, Michelle Christianson, Tim and Loretta Wilson, 
Al Gagnon, Walt DeMary, Ken and Bonny Her-
shberger, Chris Stadstad, Rich and Kit Spitzengel, 
Allen and Carolyn and Cody and Cade Anderson.  
Thank so very much for all of your help.  You are all 
great patriots and your involvement in this project 
was instrumental in making this an honorable ser-
vice.  Voriece 

 
Memorial Day Thank You 

Page 3 “First to serve our Veterans” 

CANTEEN CORNER            Lori Merritt 
Thank you to: 

*Tim Wilson for all the fun at the Golf Tournament. 

*The Post for that wonderful Mother’s Day Breakfast. 

*Brenda Truesdale for sprucing up the flower bed out 
front. 

*Marty LeDoux for the great speech at the Memorial    
Day ceremony. 

The movie for popcorn/movie night will be advertised at 
the Canteen ahead of the showing date.  Please let your 
movie suggestion be known to the Bar Manager. 

In Flanders Fields the poppies blow, Between the crosses, row on row… 
 
 Junior Vice Commander Todd Krukenberg and Junior Vice President Janet Misner are proud to  
thank those who worked so hard to make this year’s Buddy Poppy month of May a big success.    A 
special thank you to the 2007 Buddy Poppy committee members:  Carol Engblom, Juanita Tomczak,  
Michael Horttor, Anni Keefe, and Jackie Key.  The committee pulled off a successful table sales week-
end and the first ever Buddy Poppy Pub Crawl that help send sales over $6000 for the month of May. 
 Thanks goes to following Post and Auxiliary members who gave their time and effort to sell 
Buddy Poppies.   We are so proud of:  Chuck Lutz, Dora Fitzpatrick, Christie Horttor, Kris Engblom, Al & 
Hanna Lindholm, Rich & Kit Spitzengel, Bonnie Hershberger, John & Susan Knotts, Voriece Blair, Laura 
Baron, Tim Wilson, Jim Mitchell, Sharky & Betty Haider, and The Whole Shabang 4-H Group. 
 Congratulations go to Betty Haider for top sales.  Have fun on your beach vacation. 
 
  Buddy Poppy boards are still for sale and display at the Canteen.  Stop by the Canteen and do-
nate to a great cause. 

THANK YOU KATHY  

We have been blessed to have had Kathy Dunn as our president for the last seven years.  She stepped up to the 
plate many times to save our Auxiliary.  She has been an outstanding leader.  She is a true patriot and cares deeply 
for the men and women who have served our country past and present.  I have personally learned a lot from her 
and have deep respect and admiration for her.  She will serve as District 15’s President for next year as well as our 
Senior Vice.  I speak for all of us when I say, “Thank you Kathy!” for everything you have done to make our La-
dies Auxiliary a great one.   

I am honored to take the position of Auxiliary President.  I thank all of you ladies for your support and confidence 
in me.  I have some big shoes to fill but I promise to try and make the Auxiliary even better.  Thank you,  Lori 



 

Quote of the month: 
      “Don’t say you don’t have enough time.  You have 
exactly the same number of hours per day that were given 
to Helen Keller, Pasteur, Michaelangelo, Mother Teresa, 
Leonardo da Vinci, Thomas Jefferson, and Albert Einstein.” 
   H. Jackson Brown 
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 Happy 
Independence Day 

America! 


