
pride for me.   

On Mother’s Day the post will 
host Breakfast and BINGO.  
Mothers will be served free of 
charge as a show of our special 
gratitude for their contributions 
to the defense of this nation.   

I want to take a moment to 
thank Ahmed, owner of Taco 
Time.  He has been a gracious 
neighbor in the past and contin-
ues to be so.  As you know, park-
ing at the post is somewhat lim-
ited.  Ahmed has given us per-
mission to use those first four 
parking spaces next to our build-
ing.  PLEASE DO NOT USE 
ANY MORE THAN THOSE 
FOUR! I am recommending that 
you show your appreciation by 
patronizing Taco Time as often 
as you can. 

As this goes to print I am prepar-
ing to join several hundred other 
motorcycle riding veterans and 
Run For The Wall.  We will  
hook up in Ontario, CA and 
move out to Washington, DC. 
Our motto is, “We Ride For 
Those Who Can’t”. We will be in 
DC for Memorial Day to ride in 
the Rolling Thunder Parade in 
support of making sure our na-
tional leaders never forget those 
POW’s and MIA’s we left be-
hind.  Wish me luck, 8,200 miles 
on a Harley is rough on a senior 
citizen like me.  

 I will not be back until after 
June 8th, so the June meeting is 
set back to the 15th. Stay dry, 
and stay low! 

Semper Fi, 

Bert Key, Commander 

Wow, a year gone already!  
This post keeps me busy and 
the time flies.  At the April 
meeting officers for 2007-08 
were elected.  They will be 
installed in a dual ceremony 
with the Auxiliary at 7:00 PM 
on May 11th.  Senior Vice is 
Chuck Lutz, Junior Vice is 
Todd Kruckenberg, Quarter-
master is Ken Hershberger, 
Chaplain is Nick Roth. Allen 
Anderson was appointed Adju-
tant.  

We recently returned from the 
District 15 Spring Conference 
held in Molalla, and Sandy 
was represented well.  Thanks 
to Al and Birdie Foust, Nick 
Roth, Penny Edwards, Tim 
Wilson, Chuck Lutz, Marty 
LeDoux, Voriece Blair, Kathy 
Dunn and Lori Merritt for 
attending. 

I would like to extend a thank 
you to Al Foust, Nick Roth, 
Jerry and Kay Gomes for the 
fine Flag Presentation to the 
students at Sandy Grade 
School last month. And to 
Jerry and Kay for donating a 
considerable amount of money 
for the cost of the flags.  You 
guys are great American Patri-
ots of the first order.  

We had a tremendous turn out 
for the Honorable Service 
Medal Ceremony on 14 April.  
60 medals were awarded to 
well deserving veterans from 
this area.  It was an honor  for 
me to assist in awarding med-
als to you.  You people con-
tinue to be a source of great 

COMMANDER’S COMMENTS 

President’s Message 

Sisters, at our last meeting we elected  new officers.  
They are going to make us even better. It is with 
pleasure that I tell you Lori Merritt is our new Presi-
dent. I am taking the office of Senior Vice President.  
Helene Hawkins is Junior Vice President.  Conduc-
tress is Jean Bettencourt.  Chaplain is Bonnie Her-
shberger.  Treasurer is Jackie Key.  Guard is Kit 
Spitzengel and trustee #3 is Carol Engblom. 
Mother’s Day is May 13th and the post is going to 
serve breakfast to us.  The cost is free to all mothers, 
so mark your calendar for a wonderful day.  Voriece 
Blair is once again coordinating the Memorial Day 
flag plantings.  Please check the newsletter for the 
times and dates and help out with this most impor-
tant event.  The Memorial Day ceremony will be 
held at Sandy Ridge cemetery on Highway 211.  The 
ceremony starts at 11 AM and we will be having a 
potluck at the post after the ceremony.  Please bring 
a dish if you plan on attending.  May is when we kick 
off our Buddy Poppy program.  Todd Kruckenberg 
and Janet Misner are the co-chairs for this event and 
have a lot of great ideas.  There are sign up sheets at 
the post for soliciting donations at the various busi-
nesses in town.  If you have some free time please 
consider signing up.  All of the money raised through 
Buddy Poppies goes to needy veterans and their 
families in the Sandy area. 

Installation of our new officers will be conducted at 
our May 11th meeting, refreshments will follow. 
Hope to see a lot of you at our planned activities this 
month.  Pray for our troops.  Kathy Dunn, President 
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Coming Events 

Buddy Poppy Sales May 1-31 
VFW & AUX Golf Tournament May 5 
Popcorn & Movie Night (6:30 PM) May 7 
House Committee Meeting (5:30 PM) May 9 

Post & Auxiliary Meetings May 11 

Breakfast/BINGO (Post) May 13 

Birthday Party May 18 
Popcorn & Movie Night (6:30 PM) May 21 

Memorial Day Ceremony May 28 
House Committee Meeting (5:30 PM June 6 

Post & Auxiliary Meetings June 15 



 

Mother’s Day 

 Breakfast 

May 13 

10:00—12:00 

BINGO at 1 PM 

It is time for a little lightheartedness with all 
the “dark” news today.  We did not have to 
drape our charter for the loss of one of our 
comrades.  And, all of our seriously sick, 
infirmed, or incapacitated have made steady 
or remarkable recoveries. 

Lighthearted?  It is His call.  A long time 
ago, God was seen mopping his brow after 
finishing a difficult task.  “Whew! I just 
made 24 hours of alternating light and 
dark,” he said.  A nearby cherub asked.  
“Wow, what are you going to do now?” God 
replied, “I think I will call it a day”. 

It was a pleasure to see so many of our com-
rades at Saturday’s Honorable Service 
Medal ceremony, especially some we have 
not seen in a while — Al and Norma Ber-
nardi, Bernie and Ramona Rueschenburg, 
Jimmie Suchenek, Gene and Delores Boitano 

and so many of our regulars.  

We want to say “hi” to James Knoll at the Vet-
erans Home in The Dalles.  Al Baker, Jim 
Minnick, and Henry Reckmann of Boring, Stan 
Barlow, Al Lajimadiere, and Reuben Person of 
Eagle Creek, Moon Mullens, Burt Darnielle and 
Jim and Claire Turin of Welches, Jim Lamb of 
Missoula, MT, Bill Mullenberg of Fairview, Gary 
Wolcott of Portland, and John McMahan of 
Brightwood. 

In His infinite kindness and mercy, He has 
spared us for another day.  We ask for comfort 
and heailing for those who need it.  We recognize 
the need for repentance, for this is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory forever.  AMEN. 

PS:  Late breaking news!  Life member William 
Marion Long passed on April 11th.  Our Charter 
will be draped in his memory on May 11th.  Our 
condolences to his family.  God Bless us All 

Commander               Bert Key 

Senior Vice Commander           Russ Hawkins 

Junior Vice Commander    Todd Kruckenberg 

Chaplain                Nick Roth 

Quartermaster     Ken Hershberger 

Adjutant         Allen Anderson 

President         Kathy Dunn 

Sr. Vice President         Lori Merritt 

Jr. Vice President        Janet Misner 

Treasurer          Jean Bettencourt 

Chaplain            Bonnie Hershberger 

Secretary   Dora Fitzpatrick 

Editor             Jackie Key 

The  Post Chaplain       
Nick Roth 

       Post Officers        2006-2007             Auxiliary Officers  
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From Your Editor  
Jackie Key 
Did you know our Post has a 
website? 

www.vfw4273.org 

You may now read back issues 
of our newsletter and get the 
latest issue online.  Thank you 
Chris Wilson. 

All news articles are due by 
May 25 for the June newslet-
ter.  The June newsletter will 
be our last until September and 
will be published later than the 
1st of June to allow for all sum-
mer activities to be included. 

Contact your editor at:  

Jackie.Key@vfw4273.org 

 County Veterans Service Officer :    

A representative from the County’s Veteran Service Office will be avail-
able in Sandy at the VFW Hall, from 10 AM to Noon, the third Thursday 
of every month, continuing on May 17th.  The county offers a free service 
to assist veterans and their eligible dependents in filing for, advocating for, 
and obtaining federal VA entitlements and other pertinent ancillary bene-
fits.  If you have questions about your entitlement to VA benefits, includ-
ing using the VA for health care needs, or you need help with filing a claim 
or an existing claim, please stop by the VFW Hall during one of their vis-
its.  Please also feel free to come by to get acquainted or to ask questions 
about VA benefits.  If you are unable to come in during their visit to 
Sandy, please contact the County Veteran Service Office at 503-650-5631 
for assistance.                           

Applications for a Men’s Auxiliary are being 
taken.  The requirements to join are similar to 
the women for the Women’s Auxiliary.   If you 
know of any man who might be interested in 
joining, please contact Bob Dunn or Larry Mer-
ritt.  We now have 18 people.  As soon as we get 
25 we can petition to the state for our charter. 

 

 

Kris and Carol Engblom are organizing a 
campout at the “Rock Pit” 1-3 June.  

Everyone is invited.  Maps to the camp-
site are available at the Cantina.  Ques-

tions?  Contact the Bar Hostess. 



It’s time once again to Honor our Veterans with our  
ISLE OF FLAGS on Memorial Day.  We will need 
lots of help getting the flags ready. With good help it 
only takes about an hour for each project.  I would 
love to see some new members join those who have 
been so faithful over the years.  Thank you.  Voriece 

5:00 PM May 22nd—Put large flags on poles– VFW 

9:00 AM May 24th—Put small flags in 3 cemeteries 

8:00 AM May 28th—Place large flags at Sandy 
Ridge Cemetery  

5:00 PM May 28th—Pick up all flags large & small  

5:00 PM May 29th—Put away all flags-VFW 

 
Another Opportunity to Serve 
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CANTEEN CORNER            Lori Merritt 

We had a very busy month in April at the canteen.  If 
you haven’t been in then you missed out on a lot of fun 
activities.  We had two great movie nights.  We now 
have surround sound so they will be even better.  If you 
have a movie suggestion please stop by the canteen and 
let us know.  As always, upcoming movies will be posted 
at the bar.  We had two successful Breakfast/BINGO’s 
this month.  Thanks to all of you who helped out with 
those.  We had a good turnout for the Texas Hold’Em 
Tournament.  If you have not been to one, come check it 
out the fun. 

A big THANK YOU to Kris and Louann Key for prepar-
ing their ham dinner.  It was very professionally pre-
pared.  The Scalloped Potatoes were the rage. 

Just a reminder, Dealer’s Choice Poker is played every 
Wednesday night at the cantina. 

I would also like to say a special thank you to Kathy, 
Tim, Brenda, and Barb for helping me out while I was 
off work.  I really appreciate it, guys! 

Thank you to everyone who gave the Canteen a present 
at this month’s birthday party.   Lots of extra’s the bar 
can really use were greatfully received.     

In Flanders Fields the poppies blow, Between the crosses, row on row… 
 
 Junior Vice Commander Todd Krukenberg and Junior Vice President Janet Misner report their 
committee is hard at work getting ready for Buddy Poppy sales in May.   On April 16th, Sandy Mayor 
Linda Malone proclaimed May Buddy Poppy Month in the City.   Buddy Poppy boards are on sale at 
our post Canteen, please stop by and put a Poppy Board up in memory of a service person.  Buddy 
Poppy cans for donations have been placed around town at various merchants.  Sign up sheets, to 
help man tables,  are  at the Canteen to help sell Buddy Poppies at various businesses in town on 
May 18, 19, & 20.  As an added incentive, Matt and Janet Misner and Juanita Tomzak have donated 
two nights at the beach to the Post or Auxiliary member who collects the most money at the tables.   
 
This is a major source of funds used to help veterans in Sandy.   Remember to show your support 
and respect for veterans past and present by wearing a Buddy Poppy on Memorial Day! 

Meeting Night “Lasagna Dinner” 

$6.00 - Fundraiser for Janet’s 

4-H The Whole Shabang 

May 11, at 5 pm until gone 

Lasagna, Salad, Bread 

and Dessert 



 

Quote of the month: 
“It appears we have appointed our worst generals to 
command forces, and our most gifted and brilliant to edit 
newspapers!  In fact, I discovered by reading newspapers 
that these editor/geniuses plainly saw all my strategic 
defects from the start, yet failed to inform me until it was too 
late.  Accordingly, I’m readily willing to yield my command 
to these obviously superior intellects, and I’ll, in turn, do my 
best for the cause by writing editorials—after the fact.” 
 Robert E. Lee, 1863  
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The Whole Shabang 
4-H Garage Sale 

May 10-13, 2007 10am— 5pm 
37320 SE Tern Drive, Boring 

Next to Mt. View Golf Course 


