
Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The holidays are soon upon us and we have much to be 
thankful for. With Veterans Day approaching and Thanks-
giving Day just around the corner, we all need to pause 
and give thanks to all those men and women who are 
standing tall on that wall, at great peril to themselves, 
helping to ensure that our way of life stays safe and free.  

In honor of our veterans we will conduct a ceremony at 
the Sandy statue, rain or shine, at 1100 hours on Veter-
ans Day. We owe it to those who have gone before us to 
attend and pay homage to them. There will be a potluck 
luncheon at the Post following the ceremony.   Please 
make plans to attend both.  

I would like to thank Marty LeDoux, Tim Wilson, Mike 
Horttor, Paul Munsell and Chuck Lutz for representing 
Sandy at the District 15 Fall meeting in Molalla last week.  
You are grand gentlemen and represent us well.  The 
next district meeting will be here in Sandy on 26 April.  

We will also host the District School of Instruction on 17 
November from 10-12:00.  Everyone is invited, especially 
you newer members.  The purpose of an SOI is to train 
members on the structure and make up of the VFW and 
how it all functions and interacts.  Please plan to attend. 
Coffee and pastries and a light lunch will be provided. 

As we get into the swing of things for this year, recruiting 
continues to be very important.  We are presently stand-
ing at about 74% strength.  It will take a total effort on 
everyone’s part to get us to my goal of 105%.  If we all 
pull together we can get there, but it will take us all pulling 
together.  Senior Vice Chuck Lutz is always in need of 
volunteers to help with the recruiting effort.  Please con-
tact him and do what you can to bring in new members 
as well as reinstate old members. If you have not paid 
your dues yet please consider doing so. 

I would like to thank Chuck Lutz, Tim Wilson, Allen 
Anderson, Ken Hershberger, Burt Darnielle and Lori Mer-
ritt for their recruiting of at least one new member so far 
this year. Way to go people! 

I want to wish everyone a wonderful Thanksgiving Day.  
This year is an extra special time for me.  As Jackie and I 
prepare to become grandparents for the first time we 
hope this holiday season is an especially prosperous time 
of the year for you and your families.  

 Semper Fi!  

 Bert Key, Commander 

COMMANDER’S COMMENTS President’s Message 
Ladies,  

The first thing I would like to talk about is membership.  In Septem-
ber I challenged all of you to recruit a new member this year and 
already some of you have done that.  Thank you very much, and 
keep up the good work!  Also, if you have not paid your dues, 
please get them in as soon as you can.  We are well on our way to 
making 100% this year, which is very exciting! 

Sisters, Veterans Day is just around the corner.  Our Commander 
is planning a service at the statue.  I am sure it will be as good as it 
has been in the past.  I do hope you can join us as we show our 
respect and admiration for our Veterans who have served, and 
those who continue to serve.  I have had the honor and privilege of 
getting to know many of our Veterans personally and I have to say 
that these men and women are some of the finest citizens I have 
ever known.  They are all true heroes.  Please keep them in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

I would like to thank Loretta Wilson, Kit Spitzengel and Christie 
Horttor for putting on the Breakfast/BINGO for us. They did a great 
job.  If any of you have a program you would like to do a Breakfast/
BINGO for please let me know.  That would be a great way to sup-
port your project.  

Finally, I would like to say let our actions be for the greater glory of 
our cause, and that is to help our Veterans, their families, and our 
fellow Sisters. 

I wish you and your family a very Happy Thanksgiving Holiday.   

See you at the Post! 

Thank you, Lori Merritt, President 
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Calendar of  Coming Events 

November 4: Veteran’s Convoy Leaves Post at 0800 
November 5: Remembering America’s Heroes 0800 

November 7: House Committee Meets 5:30 pm 
November 9: Meeting Night Pot Luck 5:45 pm 

  Aux Meets 6:45 pm, Post 8:00 pm 

November 11: Veterans Day Ceremony 11:00 am 
  Sandy Statue—Pot Luck  VFW Hall at Noon 

November 15:      County Veterans Service Rep 10-1200 
November 17:      District School of Instruction 10-12:00 

November 17: Birthday Party 7:00 PM 
November 18: Breakfast/BINGO (Post) 

November 22: Thanksgiving Dinner at Post 12-5:00PM 



REMEMBER 
VETERANS 

DAY 
November 

11th  

Thank goodness no draping of our 
charter is needed this month.  We do 
have some very challenged comrades 
and sisters in hospitals however. 

Denny Bridges is still hurting and his 
situation has not gotten any better.  
He says his, “spirit is willing but his 
body won’t”.  Our prayers go out to 
you Denny. 

Jim Knoll has left the Veterans 
Home in The Dalles to live with his 
family.  Our prayers go out to you, 
Jim. 

The latest word on Gary Brandon is 
that he is holding his own. The 
chemo therapy is doing its job.  More 
on this as information comes in.  God 
bless you Gary. 

Let us all keep our comrades and sis-
ters here and abroad in our prayers. 

Commander            Bert Key 

Senior Vice Commander              Chuck Lutz 

Junior Vice Commander          Mike Horttor                       

Chaplain      Nick Roth 

Quartermaster     Ken Hershberger 

Adjutant         Allen Anderson 

Surgeon            Jim Mitchell 

President          Lori Merritt 

Sr. Vice President        Kathy Dunn 

Jr. Vice President  Helene Hawkins 

Treasurer                  Jackie Key 

Chaplain            Bonnie Hershberger 

Secretary   Dora Fitzpatrick 

Editor             Jackie Key 

The  Post Chaplain  
    
Nick Roth 

       Post Officers        2007-2008             Auxiliary Officers  
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From Your Editor  

Jackie Key 

All committee reports 
and  news articles need 
to be turned in to me by 
November 20, for the 
December newsletter. 

Contact your editor at:  
Jackie.Key@vfw4273.org 

Remembering America’s Heroes 
On 5 November the students and staff of 
Milwaukie High School will be honoring 

all of America’s veterans with an all 
school Living History Day.  Parking is 
available in all Milwaukie High School 

parking lots.  Also, the City of Milwaukie 
has opened up free parking for the day on 

Washington Street.  Student golf cart 
shuttles from your car to the cafeteria 
before and after the event will be avail-
able.  There will also be wheelchairs on 
hand. The event begins at 8:30 am and 

will conclude at 2:30 pm.  Morning coffee 
and pastries and lunch will be served to 

the attendees.  In addition to recognizing 
all veterans they will be recognizing all 

Vietnam Era veterans individually at the 
Assembly of Honor.  I will be leaving the 
post at 0800 if anyone wants to ride with 
me, or follow in your own vehicle.  Ques-

tions?  Contact:  Bert Key  
 

Applications for a Men’s Auxiliary are be-
ing taken.  The requirements to join are 
similar to the women for the Women’s Aux-
iliary.   If you know of any man who might 
be interested in joining, please contact Bob 
Dunn or Larry Merritt.  We now have 24 
people.  As soon as we get one more we can 
petition to the state for our charter. 

The Auxiliary Chaplain 
Bonnie Hershberger 

Our Chaplain, Bonnie has had a 
rough month and our well wishes 
are extended to her as she recovers 
from a back injury.  We look for-
ward to her speedy full recovery. 

We pray for the safe return of all of 
the men and women of the U.S. 
Army’s proud and noble 2nd Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment who are 
serving in Iraq. 

Attention Ladies! 

What is a Cancer Grant? 
The National Ladies Auxiliary 
offers to its members a unique 
program.  A cancer grant is a 
lump sum love gift given to a 

member who has been diagnosed 
as having cancer.  To qualify you 
must be a member in good stand-
ing before you apply for a grant.   

In addition to the National Can-
cer Grant our Auxiliary has addi-
tional grant awards to any mem-

ber in good standing. 

All Auxiliary members who pay 
their dues before December 31, 
each year are in good standing. 

Contact your Auxiliary if you 
have questions or need a National 

Cancer Grant application. 

 



From the front:  
The following is an email from a member of 
our post, SFC Alexander Heller with the 2nd 
Armored Cavalry Regiment in Iraq:           
“Col Key, Just a quick note to let you know 
the cookies arrived, and lots of them!  I will 
get some pictures taken tomorrow as we 
have the guys “dig in”!  I will try to get a bet-
ter thank you letter to the ladies.  I will try to 
get a Thank You Card so the guys can sign it, 
but the PX is limited on cards...they had to 
send my wife a Halloween card and make it a 
Thank You card because we did not have 
them.  I’ll email you in the next couple of 
days and send a pic or two of the guys with 
the cookie boxes.  Take care and tell the la-
dies Thank You in advance.  Alex.” 

Alexander G. Heller 

SFC, USA 

Platoon Sergeant 

1st Platoon “Reapers” 

Thanksgiving Dinner Anyone? 
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CANTEEN CORNER            Lori Merritt 
There is always something happening at the Canteen.  Stop by 
and enjoy Monday night football, Dealer’s choice poker on 
Wednesday night, and Movie night Thursday.  If anyone has a 
movie suggestion for movie night, please let me know.  

Many Thanks to: 

• Chris Wilson for donating the mailing labels each month to 
mail this newsletter. 

• Allen Anderson for sorting the newsletter for mailing. 

• Chuck Jordan, Chuck Lutz, Marty LeDoux, Jason Carroll, 
and Lori Merritt for all their help in folding the newsletter. 

• Jim Mitchell, Clyde Wentworth and Rich Spitzengel for that 
great Breakfast/BINGO last Sunday. 

• John Wooten for buffing and polishing the hall hardwood 
floor. 

• Bert and Jackie for donating the magnetic Auxiliary/
President  car door signs to the President. 

• Allen Anderson for repairing the drain behind the bar. 

• Clyde Wentworth for donating the Pizza for movie nights. 

• Tim Wilson, Bert Key and Kris Engblom for building a 
wheelchair ramp for Penny Edwards. 

• Tim Wilson for coming in and working for me on such short 
notice. 

• Brenda Truesdale for preparing the Thanksgiving Dinner. 

• Janice Harlan-Raisl, Clackamas County Veterans Service Of-
ficer for her monthly trips to Sandy to help our veterans.  
Their new website is: www.clackamas.us/veterans/ 

 

Veteran’s Convoy         November 4, 2007 
 “Bringing Communities Together, One Highway At A Time” 
The Convoy will travel the full length of the Veteran’s Memorial Highway (I-205) starting at the Clark 
County Fairgrounds in Vancouver and ending at the Korean War Memorial in Wilsonville for a FREE 
salmon bake.  Activities begin at 8 am, ceremony at 11am and the Convoy leaves the Fairgrounds at 
noon!  There is no cost to be a participant.  Participants are requested to fly the American flag with 
headlights on during the single file journey to salute our veterans.  I will have American flags that 
you can snap onto your windows.  For those of you who want to convoy up to Clark County Fair-
grounds we will leave Sandy Post at 0800.  Questions?  Call Bert Key 503-668-8418 

Brenda Truesdale will be cooking and pre-
paring a traditional  dinner  on Thanks-
giving Day at the Post Canteen from 12-
5:00 pm.  Spend the day watching foot-
ball on the big screen TV, and enjoy a 
wonderful meal.  Please bring a dish if 
you can.  We thank Brenda for volunteer-
ing all the hard work providing this din-
ner  for our members and their families. 



 

Quotes of the month: 
 “It is never too late to give up our prejudices.” 
 Henry David Thoreau 1817-1862 
   
“I am free of all prejudices.  I hate everyone equally.”    
  W. C. Fields 1880-1946 

"Success is our Mission” 
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Thanksgiving Dinner at 
the Post from 12:00-

5:00 PM.  Please bring a 
dish.  Questions? Call   

503-668-5211 

 

 

  Please Support Our Sponsors 


